
Abolition Library Book List

1) Are Prisons Obsolete by Angela Davis
2) Freedom is a Constant Struggle by Angela Davis
3) Women, Race and Class by Angela Davis
4) Abolition Democracy by Angela Davis
5) Abolition. Feminism. Now by Angela Davis
6) The Prison Industrial Complex by Angela Davis
7) If They Come in the Morning: Voices of Resistance by Angela Davis
8) If Rapunzel Were Rachelle by Angela Davis Hazelray (children)
9) Angela Davis: An Autobiography by Angela Davis
10) Angela Davis: With My Mind on Freedom by Angela Davis
11) Prison and American History: Four Lectures by Angela Davis
12) The Meaning of Freedom: And Other Difficult Dialogues by Angela Davis
13) Sister Outsider by Audre Lorde
14) The Collected Poems of Audre Lorde by Audre Lorde
15) A Burst of Light and Other Essays by Audre Lorde
16) All About Love by bell hooks
17) Abolition Geography by Ruth Wilson Gilmore
18) Golden Gulag: Prisons, Surplus, Crisis, and Opposition in Globalizing California by Ruth

Wilson Gilmore
19) Change Everything: Racial Capitalism and the Case for Abolition by Ruth Wilson Gilmore
20) The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built Prison America by Naomi Murakawa
21) Let This Radicalize You: Organizing and the Revolution of Reciprocal Care by Kelly Hayes

and Mariame Kaba
22) Abolition Feminism Vol 1: Feminist Ruptures Against the Carceral State by Alisa Bierria,

Jakeya Caruthers, and Brooke Lober
23) Abolition Feminism Vol 2: Feminist Ruptures Against the Carceral State by Alisa Bierria,

Jakeya Caruthers, and Brooke Lober
24) Saving Our Own Lives: A Liberatory Practice of Harm Reduction by Shira Hassan
25) Abolishing State Violence: A World Beyond Bombs, Borders, and Cages by Ray Acheson
26) Rehearsals for Living by Robyn Maynard and Leanne Betasamosake Simpson



27) Assata Taught Me: State Violence, Racial Capitalism, and the Movement for Black Lives
by Donna Murch

28) See You Soon by Mariame Kaba (children)
29) The Sentences that Create Us: Crafting a Writer’s Life in Prison by PEN America
30) I Remember Death by Its Proximity to What I Love by Mahogany L. Browne
31) From #BlckLivesMatter to Black Liberation by Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor
32)We Do This ‘Til We Free Us: Abolitionist Organizing and Transforming Justice by Mariame

Kaba
33) Border and Rule: Global Migration, Capitalism, and the Rise of Racist Nationalism by

Harsha Walia
34)We Still Here: Pandemic, Policing, Protest, and Possibility by Marc Lamont Hill
35)Missing Daddy by Mariame Kaba (children)
36) Long Term: Resisting Life Sentences Working Towards Freedom by Alice Kim, Erica

Meiners, Jill Petty, Audrey Petty, Beth E. Richie, and Sarah Ross
37) A Time to Die: The Attica Prison Revolt by Tom Wicker
38) Captive Gender: Trans Embodiment and the Prison Industrial Complex eds. Eric Stanley

and Nat Smith
39) Blood in My Eye George L. Jackson
40) Pedagogy of the Oppressed by Paulo Freire
41) The End of Policing by Alex S. Vitale
42) The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle

Alexander
43) Becoming Abolitionist: Police Protests, and the Pursuit of Freedom by Derecka Purnell
44) Carceral Capitalism by Jackie Wang
45) Assata: An Autobiography by Assata Shakur
46)Mutual Aid Building Solidarity in This Crisis by Dean Spade
47) Black Marxism by Cedric J. Robinson 
48) The Black Jacobins by CLR James
49) A History of Pan-African Revolt by CLR James
50) Black Reconstruction in America by W.E.B. Dubois
51) The Parable of the Sower by Octavia E. Butler
52) Dawn by Octavia E. Butler
53) Asia's Unknown Uprisings by George Katsiaficas
54) The Darker Nations by Vijay Prashad
55) Scenes of Subjection by Saidiya Hartman
56)Wayward Lives, Beautiful Experiments by Saidiya Hartman
57) Lose Your Mother by Saidiya Hartman
58) The Undercommons: Fugitive Planning and Black Study by Stefano Harney and Fred

Moten
59) I Write What I Like by Steve Biko
60) Felon by Reginald Dwayne Betts
61) Black Futures by Kimberley Drew and Jenna Wortham
62) How We Go Home, ed. Sara Sinclair
63) The Selected Works of Audre Lorde
64) Citizen by Claudia Rankine



65) Just Us by Claudia Rankine
66) A Queer History of the United States by Michael Bronski
67)Open Veins of Latin America by Eduardo Galeano
68) Beyond the Gender Binary by Alok Vaid-Menon
69) Capital by Karl Marx
70) Bodymap by Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha
71)Dirty River by Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha
72) How We Became Human by Joy Harjo
73) Beyond Survival by Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha, Ejeris Dixon
74) Black Skin White Masks by Frantz Fanon
75)Wretched of the Earth by Frantz Fanon
76) Inflexión marica: Escrituras del descalabro gay en América Latina by Diego Falconi

TravezLa
77) La Virgen de Los Sicarios by Fernando Vallejo
78) Translocas: The Politics of Puerto Rican Drag and Trans Performance by Lawrence La

Fountain-Stokes
79)Queering the Color Line: Race and the Invention of Homosexuality in American Culture by

Siobhan B. Somerville
80) El Vampiro de la colonia Roma por Luis Zapata
81) El señor presidente por Miguel Angel Asturias
82)Me llamo Rigoberta Menchi y asi me nacio la conciencia por Elizabeth Burgos
83) Beyond the Pink Tide: Art y Political Undercurrent by Macarena Gomez-Barris
84) Los Hijos de Cain por German Albornoz
85) La Puta de Babilonia by Fernando Vallejo
86) In The Times of The Butterflies by Julia Alvarez
87) A Brave and Startling Truth by Maya Angelou
88) Brown Transfigurations by Francisco Galarte
89)We Want to Do More Than Survive: Abolitionist Teaching and the Pursuit of Educational

Freedom by Bettina L. Love 
90) Slavery Gone for Good: Modern Abolitionism by Cory Edmund Endrulat 
91) Abolition for the People: The Movement for a Future Without Policing & Prisons by Colin

Kaepernick
92) Abolition Now! Ten Years of Strategy and Struggle Against the Prison Industrial Complex

by The CR10 Publications Collective 
93) Amazons, Abolitionist and activist: A Graphic History of Women’s Fight For Their

Rights by Mikki Kendall
94)We Are Not Yet Equal: Understanding Our Racial Divide by Carol Anderson & Tonya

Bolden
95) Beyond Survival: Strategies and Stories from the Transformative Justice Movement by

Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha, Ejeris Dixon
96) Let Me Live by Angelo Herndon
97) Yesterday Will Make You Cry by Chester Himes
98) Lichtenstein, Alex. Twice the Work of Free Labor.
99) Live From Death Row & Death Blossoms by Mumia Abu-Jamal
100) Homo Sacer by Giorgio Agamben



101) Iron City by Lloyd Brown
102) Discourse on Colonialism by Aimé Césaire
103) With Liberty for Some: 500 Years of Imprisonment in America by Scott Christianson
104) The Shadow of Slavery Pete Daniel
105) Walls and Bars Eugene Debs
106) City of Quartz by Mike Davis
107) Formations of Violence by Allen Feldman
108) Prison Writing in 20th Century America by Franklin, H. Bruce.
109) Ghostly Matters by Avery Gordon
110) The Rise of the Penitentiary by Adam Hirsch
111) Tower and Dungeon by Gloria House
112) Imprisoned Intellectuals Joy James
113) American Apartheid by Massey, Douglas and Denton, Nancy
114) Beloved by Toni Morrison
115) Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison
116) The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
117) “Worse than Slavery.” By Oshinsky, David.
118) Slavery and Social Death by Orlando Patterson
119) Prison Writings: My Life is a Sundance by Leonard Peltier
120) Forced Passages by Dylan Rodriguex
121) The Wages of Whiteness by David Roediger
122) Un Trip Through the Mind Jail Y Otras Excursions by Raúl Salinas
123) Slavery and the Penal System by Thorsten Sellin
124) Joe Turner’s Come and Gone & The Piano Lesson by August Wilson
125) Discipline and Punish by Michele Foucault
126) Slaves of the State: Black Incarceration from the Chain Gang to the Penitentiary by

Dennis Childs
127) In Spite of the Consequences; Prison Letters on Exoneration, Abolition and Freedom

by Lacino Hamilton
128) No More Police: A Case for Abolition by Mariame Kaba
129) The Nation on No Map: Black Anarchism and Abolition by William C. Anderson
130) Decarcerating Disability: Deinstitutionalization and Prison Abolition by Liat

Ben-Moshe
131) Marking Time: Art in the Age of Mass Incarceration by Nicole R. Fleetwood
132) C.R.E.A.M. by Sable Elyse Smith
133) Borderlands La Fronters: The New Mestiza by Gloría Anzaldúa
134) Chicana Feminist Thought: The Basic Historical Writings by Alma M. Garcia
135) Scales of Resistance: Indigenous Women’s Transborder Activism by Maylei Blackwell
136) Chicana Movidas: New Narratives of Activism and Feminism in the Movement Era eds.

Dionne Espinoza, Maria Cotera, Maylei Blackwell
137) Border Bodies: Racialized Sexuality, Sexual Capital and Violence in the Nineteenth

Century Borderlands Nineteenth Century Borderlands by Bernadine Hernández
138) The Guardians by Ana Castillo
139) The River Flows North by Graciela Limón
140) Lunar Braceros 2125-2148 by Rosaura Sánchez and Beatrice Pita



141) Migra! A History of the U.S. Border Patrol by Kelly Lytle-Hernández
142) City of Inmates: Conquest, Rebellion, and the Rise of Human Caging in Los Angeles

1771-1965 by Kelly Lyttle Hernandez
143) Bad Mexicans: Race, Empire, and Revolution in the Borderlands by Kelly Lyttle

Hernandez
144) From Deportation to Prison: The Politics of Immigration Enforcement in Post-Civil

Rights America by Patrisia Macias- Rojas
145) The Gangster We Are All Looking For by Thi Diem Thúy
146) The Undocumented Americans by Karla Cornejo Villavicencio
147) The Body Papers: A Memoir by Grace Talusan
148) To Love and Mourn in the Age of Displacement by Alan Pelaez Lopez
149) Children of the Land by Marcelo Hernandez Castillo
150) Unaccompanied by Javier Zamora
151) The Affairs of the Falcons: A Novel by Melissa Rivero
152) Mi María: Surviving the Storm: Voices from Puerto Rico by Ricia Anne Chansky and

Marci Denesiuk
153) The Border Crossed Us: The Case for Opening Up the US/Mexico Border by Justin

Akers Chacón
154) Lineage of Rain by Janel Pineda
155) Milagro by Penelope Alegria
156) The Breakbeat Poets Vol 4: LatiNext by Felicia Chavez, José Olivarez, and Willie

Perdomo
157) The New Authoritarians: Convergence on the Right by David Renton
158) Solito, Solita: Crossing Borders with Young Refugees from Central America by

Jonathan Freedman and Steven Mayers
159) Citizen Illegal by Jose Olivarez
160) No One is Illegal Fighting Racism and State Violence on the U.S.-Mexico Border by

Justin Akers Chacón and Mike Davis
161) Nadie es illegal by Justin Akers Chacón and Mike Davis
162) U.S. Politics in an Age of Uncertainty by Lance Selfa
163) The Forging of the American Empire by Sidney Lens
164) Disposable Domestics: Immigrant Women Workers in the Global Economy by Grace

Chang
165) Decolonizing Wellness: A QTBIPOC-Centered Guide to Escape the Diet Trap, Heal

Your Self-Image, and Achieve Body Liberation by Dalia Kinsey
166) Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the Teachings of

Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer
167) Wandering Stars: A Novel by Tommy Orange
168) Eco socialism: A Radical Alternative to Capitalist Catastrophe by Michael Löwy
169) Marx and the Earth: An Anti-Critique by Paul Burkett and John Bellamy Foster
170) Atomic Days: The Untold Story of the Most Toxic Place in America by Joshua Frank
171) Nuclear Nuevo Mexico: Colonialism and the Effect of the Nuclear Industrial Complex

on Nuevomexicanos by Myrriah Gomez
172) Policing Life and Death: Race, Violence, and Resistance in Puerto Rico by Marisol

LeBron



173) 101 Changemakers: Rebels and Radicals Who Changed U.S. History by Michele
Bollinger and Dao X Tran (children)

174) Trans Liberation by Leslie Feinberg
175) Captivity Beyond Prisons: Criminalization Experiences of Latina (Im)migrants by

Martha Escobar
176) Prisons and Crime in Latin America by Marcelo Bergman and Gustavo Fondevila
177) Gender, Ethnicity, and the State: Latina and Latino Prison Politics by Juanita

Diaz-Cotto
178) The Birth of the Penitentiary in Latin America: Essays on Criminology, Prison Reform,

and Social Control, 1830-1940 by Ricardo Salvatore
179) Behind Bars: Latino/as and Prison in the United States by S. Olober
180) Prison Writing of Latin America by Joey Whitfield
181) Cultures of Confinement: A History of the Prison in Africa, Asia, and Latin America by

Frank Dikötter
182) Make a Poem Cry: Creative Writing from California’s Lancaster Prison by Luis J.

Rodriguez
183) Prison recipes by Jeremy dae Paden
184) Always Running by Luis Rodriguez
185) American Orphan by Jimmy Santiago Baca
186) When I walk Through That Door, I Am by Jimmy Santiago Baca
187) Martin and Meditations on the South Valley: Poems by Jimmy Santiago Baca
188) Forgetting the Alamo, Or, Blood Memory: A Novel by Emma Perez
189) Liberated Threads: Black Women, Style, and the Global Politics of Soul by Tanisha

Ford
190) A Farmworker’s Journey by Ann Lopez
191) Grounds for Dreaming: Mexican Americans, Mexican Immigrants, and the California

Farmworker Movement by Lori Flores
192) Defiant Braceros: How Migrant Workers Fought for Racial, Sexual, and Political

Freedom Mireya Loza
193) These Ragged Edges: Histories of Violence along the U.S.-Mexico Border by Andrew

J. Torget
194) The Neglected Period of Anti-Slavery in America, 1808-1831 by Adams, Alice D.
195) Abolitionism: A Revolutionary Movement by Aptheker, Herbert.
196) American Negro Slave Revolts by Aptheker, Herbert
197) Anti-Racism in U.S. History: The First Two Hundred Years by Aptheker, Herbert
198) Slavery, Capitalism, and Politics in the Antebellum Republic by 11. Ashworth,

John
199) The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano by Equiano
200) The Narrative of Robert Adams by Robert Adams
201) American Slavery as It Is by Theodore Dwight Weld
202) Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave by Fredrick Douglass
203) The Life of Josiah Henson by Josiah Henson
204) Twelve Years a Slave by Solomon Northup
205) My Bondage and My Freedom by Frederick Douglass
206) Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Jacobs



207) Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe
208) Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
209) Stranger Intimacy by Nayan Shaw
210) The Long Term: Resisting Life Sentences Working Towards Freedom by Alice Kim
211) Abolition and Its Aftermath in the Indian Ocean Africa and Asia by Gwyn Campbell
212) Six by Ten: Stories from Solitary Taylor Pendergrass
213) 1619 Project: A New Origin Story by Nikole Hannah-Jones
214) Ban, Walls, Raids, Sanctuary by A. Naoi Paik
215) Rightlessness: Testimony and Redress in U.>s. Prison Camps since Worlkd War II by
216) Going Stealth: Transgender Politics and U.S. Surveillance Practices by Toby

Beauchamp
217) The Abolition of Man by Carson Grubaugh
218) The Abolition of Man by C.S. Lewis
219) The Trauma of Caste: A Dalit Feminist Meditation on Survivorship, Healing, and

Abolition Thenmozhi Soundararajan
220) East Coast Indigenous Connections to the Abolition Movement Mr Dennis RedMoon

Darkeem
221) Translating Food Sovereignty by Matthew Canfield
222) Red Nation Rising: From Bordertown Violence to Native Liberation by Nick Estes and

Jennifer Denetdale
223) Abolitionist Geographies by Martha Schoolman
224) The Republic Shall Be Kept Clean: How Settler Colonial Violence Shaped Antileft

Repression by Tariq D. Khan
225) Our History Is the Future: Standing Rock Versus the Dakota Access Pipeline, and the

Long Tradition of Indigenous Resistance by Nick Estes
226) Urban Specters: The Everyday Harms of Racial Capitalism by Sarah Moyorga
227) Prison Land: Mapping Carceral Power Across Neoliberal America by Brett Story
228) Solitary by Albert Woodfox
229) Chola Salvation by Estella Gonzalez
230) From the Bottom of the Heap: The Autobiography of Black Panther Robert Hillary

King by Robert Hillary King
231) Eat the Mouth that Feeds You by Caribbean Fragoza
232) The Consequences by Manuel Munoz
233) Black Disability Politics by Sami Schalk
234) Violence Against Indigenous Women: Literature, Activism, Resistance by Allison

Hargreaves

235) From the Iron House: Imprisonment in First Nations Writing by DeenaRymhs  
236) I Am a Damn Savage; What Have You Done to My Country? / Eukuan nin

matshi-manitu innushkueu; Tanite nene etutamin nitassi? By An Antane Kapesh
237) Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neal Hurston
238) The Other Slavery: The Uncovered Story of Indian Enslavement in America by Anfres

Resendez
239) There, There by Tommy Orange
240) Say Anarcha by J.C. Hallman



241) The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
242) The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo
243) Rest is Resistance by Trisha Hersey
244) You were Born for This: Astrology for Radical Self-Acceptance by Chani Nicholas
245) Decolonize Your Diet by Luz Calvo and Catriona Esquibel
246) The Stockwell Letters: A Novel Jacqueline Friedland
247) The Night Watchman by Louise Endrich
248) Black Against Empire by Joshua Bloom
249) The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin
250) Let Us Decend by Jesmyn Ward
251) The Anti-Racist Writing Workshop: How To Decolonize the Creative Classroom by

Felicia Rose Chavez
252) Mean Spirit: A Novel by Linda Hogan
253) The Sentences That Create Us Crafting A Writer’s Life in Prison by PEN America
254) The Gender Wheel by Maya Christina Gonzalez
255) Miss Major Speaks by Toshio Meronek and Miss Major
256) Vengeance and Justice: Crime and Punishment in the Nineteenth-Century American

South by Edward Ayres
257) The Anti-Slavery Impulse by Gilbert Barnes
258) Janet Mock: Redefining Realness by Janet Mock
259) Early American Abolitionists: A Collection of Anti-Slavery Writings, 1760-1820 by

James Basker
260) Revolution, Resistance, and the Afro-Creole Protest Tradition in Louisiana, 1718-1868

by Caryn Crosse Bell
261) The Stonewall Reader by the New York Public Library
262) The Fear of French Negroes by Sara E. Johnson
263) Queer Fire: Liberation and Abolition by Marquis Bay and Jesse Goldberg
264) Surviving the Future: Abolitionist Queer Strategies by Scott Branson
265) Normal Life: Administrative Violence, Critical Trans Politics, and the Limits of Law by

Dean Spade
266) Mutual Aid: Building Solidarity During This Crisis by Dean Spade
267) Detention Empire by Kristina Shull
268) Exile and Pride by Eli Clare
269) Against Equality: Prisons Will Not Protect You Ryan Conrad
270) Who Would Believe a Prisoner by The Indiana Women’s Prison History Project
271) Ana Castillo, The Mixquiahuala Letters (1986)
272) Margarita Cota-Cárdenas, Puppet: A Chicano Novella (1985)
273) Lucha Corpi, Eulogy for a Brown Angel (1992)
274) Ana Castillo, Give It To Me (2014)
275) Norma Cantú, Canícula: Snapshots of a Girlhood en la Frontera (1995)
276) María Helena Viramontes, Their Dogs Came With Them (2007)
277) Stella Pope Duarte, Let Their Spirits Dance (2002)
278) Bárbara Renaud González, Golondrina, why did you leave me? (2009)
279) Maria Nieto, The Water of Life Remains in the Dead (2015)



280) Prisoners of the American Dream: Politics and Economy in the History of the US
Working Class by Mike Davis

281) Ana Castillo, So Far From God (1993)
282) City of Quartz by Mike Davis
283) Gil Cuadros City of God (1994)
284) Jaime Cortez Sexile (2004)
285) Gramsci Prison Notebooks
286) Francisco Cantú The Line Becomes a River: Dispatches from the Border (2018)
287) Avery Godron, Ghostly Matters: Haunting and the Sociological Imagination (2008)
288) Michele Foucault, "Society Must Be Defended": Lectures at the Collège de France,

1975-1976 (2003)
289) Daniel Venegas The Adventures of Don Chipote or, When Parrots Breast Feed
290) Oscar Zeta Acosta The Revolt of the Cockroach People
291) Planet of Slums by Mike Davis
292) The Last Holiday by Gil Scott Heron
293) John Rechy The Miraculous Day of Amalia Gómez
294) The Woman in Battle by Loretta Velasquez
295) Women Hollering Creek and Other Stories by Sandra Cisneros
296) Sing, Unburied, Sing by Jesmyn Ward
297) Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
298) The Fifth Season by NK Jemisin
299) Take My Hand by Dolen Perkins Valdez
300) The Love Songs of WEB DuBois by Honoree Fanonne Jeffers


